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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

lines 1-3,"wherein the redundant memory element does not replace the first 
column or the second column if no fails are counted in the first column and the second 
column" is a negative limitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hughes 
et al (6,373,758). 

As per claims 1-14, Hughes et al disclose a method for repairing defective 
memory elements in a memory having a plurality of memory elements including a first 
memory element and a second memory element, the method comprising: 

Counting fails in the first memory element with a counter; 

Counting fails in the second memory element with the counter; 

Allocating a redundant memory element to replace the one of the first memory 
element and the second memory element having the most fails. (See abstract, 5, col. 9, 
lines 30-45). 
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As per claim 15, this claim is rejected under similar rationale as set forth in 
claim 1. 

per claims 16-22, Hughes et al disclose a memory having a plurality of memory 
elements; 

A redundant memory element suitable for replacing at least one of the plurality of 
memory elements; 

A self test circuit that test the memory and allocate the redundant memory 
element to one of the plurality of memory elements if a defect is found, the self test 
circuit including a multiplexer that selectively couples memory outputs to a fault counter 
that counts fails in each one of the plurality of memory elements tested by the self test 
circuit. (Fig. 5, col. 10, lines 29-48). 

As per claim 23-29, these claims are rejected under similar rationale as set forth 
in claim 16. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phung My Chung whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3818. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




